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AUTHOR BIOGRAPHIES 
 
Noor Abbady 
 
Noor Abbady is a professor in the Language Studio at the Savannah 
College of Arts and Design - Atlanta and an Arabic instructor at the 
World Languages and Cultures Department at Georgia State 
University. She earned her M.A. degree in Applied Linguistics from 
Georgia State University. She has worked on research projects 
providing linguistic analysis for legal texts at the Georgia State 
College of Law and presented in conferences and workshops 
advocating for meaningful collaboration between legal and linguistic 
scholars. She is the cofounder of the Interfaith Speakers Network of 
Atlanta and was named the Speaker of the Year for 2013. 
 
Diana Coetzee 
 
Diana Coetzee is Professor of English in the ON Language Program 
at Brenau University and also teaches Legal English in the LL.M. for 
foreign lawyers program at the Georgia State University College of 
Law where she is responsible for designing and implementing a 
corpus-based curriculum that prepares foreign trained lawyers to sit 
for the Georgia bar examination.  Previously, she taught English as a 
Second Language in Thailand, Turkey, and Slovakia; she also taught 
Social Problems and spearheaded the implementation of a 
campus-wide, interdisciplinary service-learning program at 
Tillamook Bay Community College in Oregon. She received an M.A. 
in Applied Linguistics from Georgia State University. 
 
Clark D. Cunningham 
 
Clark D. Cunningham is a Professor of Law and the W. Lee Burge 
Chair in Law & Ethics at the Georgia State University College of 
Law. He received the Association of American Law Schools (AALS) 
annual scholarly paper award for his application of linguistic theory 
to interpreting the meaning of “search” in the Fourth Amendment. 
His 1994 Yale Law Journal article Plain Meaning and Hard Cases, 
coauthored with three academic linguists, applied linguistics to 
analyze the meaning of statutory provisions that were the subject of 
three United States Supreme Court decisions that year. The article 
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and its analysis were cited in the majority opinion in one of these 
cases and in a concurring opinion in another. In a law review essay 
published the following year, Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg singled 
out the Yale article as an example of legal scholarship that was 
“accessible and useful to judges.” His other collaborations with 
academic linguists include Using Common Sense: A Linguistic 
Perspective on Judicial Interpretations of ‘Use a Firearm,’ 73 Wash. 
U. L.Q. 1159 (1995) (with Charles J. Fillmore) and two coauthored 
articles in this issue. His amicus brief on the meaning of emoluments, 
coauthored with Jesse Egbert, in In re Trump (4th Circuit 2019) has 
been widely discussed in the media and cited by the United States 
Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit as the work of “qualified 
experts.” He teaches a research seminar at Georgia State University 
on applying linguistic and historical analysis to research the original 
public meaning of the Constitution and Bill of Rights. He is the 2020 
chair of the AALS Section on Law and Interpretation. 
 
Jesse Egbert 
 
Jesse Egbert is Associate Professor of Applied Linguistics at 
Northern Arizona University (NAU), where he received a Ph.D. in 
Applied Linguistics. Prior to joining the faculty at NAU, he was an 
Assistant Professor in the Linguistics Department at Brigham Young 
University. He specializes in register variation, particularly in 
academic and online writing, and also explores issues related to 
quantitative linguistic research, including corpus design and 
representativeness, methodological triangulation, and the application 
of advanced statistical techniques to language data. He is General 
Editor of the international peer reviewed journal Register Studies. He 
has authored or edited three books: Triangulating Methodological 
Approaches in Corpus Linguistic Research (Routledge, 2016), 
Register Variation Online (Cambridge, 2018), and Using Corpus 
Methods to Triangulate Linguistic Analysis (Routledge, 2019). He 
has published more than sixty papers in journals such as: Language 
Variation and Change, Corpus Linguistics and Linguistic Theory, 
Journal of English Linguistics, Journal of the Association for 
Information Science and Technology, Journal of Applied Statistics, 
and International Journal of Corpus Linguistics. He has been an 
active researcher in the area of statutory interpretation, with related 
2
Georgia State University Law Review, Vol. 36, Iss. 5 [], Art. 4
https://readingroom.law.gsu.edu/gsulr/vol36/iss5/4
 xv 
 
 
publications in the BYU Law Review and The Routledge Handbook of 
Corpus Approaches to Discourse Analysis. 
 
Tammy Gales 
 
Tammy Gales is an Associate Professor of Linguistics and the 
Director of Research at the Institute for Forensic Linguistics, Threat 
Assessment, and Strategic Analysis at Hofstra University, New York. 
She currently serves on the Executive Committee for the 
International Association of Forensic Linguists. She received her 
Ph.D. in Linguistics from the University of California, Davis, and 
performed her dissertation research on threatening communications 
with the Academy Group, the world’s largest private behavioral 
analysis firm of retired Supervisory Special Agents from the FBI. 
Her research interests cross the boundaries of language and the law 
and forensic linguistics. Within language and the law, she applies 
corpus linguistic methods to the interpretation of meaning in legal 
statutes and to disputed meanings in trademark cases. Within forensic 
linguistics, she applies corpus and discourse analytic methods to the 
examination of authorial stance in threatening communications as 
well as to other contexts such as the cross-examination of victims of 
sexual assault and parole board hearings in which certain populations 
are disproportionately denied parole. She has trained law 
enforcement officers from agencies across Canada and the U.S., and 
she has worked on criminal and civil cases for both the prosecution 
and defense.  
 
Heather Kuhn 
 
Heather Kuhn is a Security and Privacy Consultant at Cox 
Communications where she reviews technology projects for security 
and privacy risks including cloud, SaaS, and on-prem solutions. She 
is licensed to practice law in Georgia. She is on the Executive 
Committee for the Privacy and Technology Section of the State Bar 
of Georgia and on the International Association of Privacy 
Professionals’ KnowledgeNet committee in Atlanta for 2020. She 
graduated from the Georgia State University College of Law where 
she graduated magna cum laude; she is a member of the Order of the 
Coif. Prior to law school, she had ten years of professional 
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experience in government and both the nonprofit and for-profit 
sectors.  
 
Eleanor Miller 
 
Eleanor Miller graduated from the Georgia State University College 
of Law magna cum laude where she served as Research Editor of the 
Georgia State University Law Review and on the Moot Court Board. 
Upon graduation from law school, she joined the United States 
Department of the Treasury as an honors attorney in the Internal 
Revenue Service Office of Chief Counsel. Her practice includes 
representing the Treasury in federal sector employment cases before 
the U.S. Merit Systems Protection Board and the Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission, as well as advising her government client 
on an array of labor and employment matters. She is a member of the 
State Bar of Virginia.  
 
Heather Obelgoner 
 
Heather Obelgoner has served as a law clerk for Justice Robert 
Benham of the Supreme Court of Georgia and for Justice Charles J. 
Bethel, also of the Supreme Court of Georgia. She graduated magna 
cum laude from the Georgia State University College of Law where 
she served as an Associate Editor of the Georgia State University 
Law Review. 
 
Haoshan (Sally) Ren 
 
Haoshan (Sally) Ren is a Ph.D. student in the Department of Applied 
Linguistics and English as a Second Language at Georgia State 
University. She worked as a language specialist at Penn State Law 
and with the LL.M. program for foreign-trained lawyers at the 
Georgia State University College of Law. Her research interests 
include corpus linguistics, language assessment, and sociolinguistics, 
using both qualitative and quantitative methods. In line with these 
interests, her work focuses on phraseological analysis of language 
using specialized corpora and the intersection of language use, 
language assessment, and language attitudes. Serving as the 
copresident of the Graduate Student Association of the Department 
of Applied Linguistics and as the department’s graduate student 
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representative to the College of Arts and Sciences, she has been 
active in initiating and participating in interdisciplinary and cross-
institutional collaborations. She is also a member of the Graduate 
Student Council Steering Committee of the American Association for 
Applied Linguistics. 
 
Ute Römer 
 
Ute Römer is an Associate Professor in the Department of Applied 
Linguistics and English as a Second Language at Georgia State 
University. From 2007 to 2011, she was director of the Applied 
Corpus Linguistics unit at the University of Michigan English 
Language Institute where she managed the Michigan Corpus of 
Academic Spoken English (MICASE) and the Michigan Corpus of 
Upper-level Student Papers (MICUSP) projects. Her research 
interests include phraseology, second language acquisition, academic 
discourse analysis, and the application of corpora in language 
learning and teaching. She serves on a range of editorial and advisory 
boards of professional journals (e.g., Corpora, International Journal 
of Corpus Linguistics, English Text Construction) and professional 
organizations (e.g., International Computer Archive of Modern and 
Medieval English (ICAME); American Association for Corpus 
Linguistics, (AACL)). She is also General Editor of the book series 
Studies in Corpus Linguistics (John Benjamins). Her research has 
been published in a range of applied, corpus, and cognitive linguistics 
journals including Language Learning, Modern Language Journal, 
Annual Review of Applied Linguistics, International Journal of 
Corpus Linguistics, Corpora, Corpus Linguistics and Linguistic 
Theory, and Cognitive Linguistics. 
 
Lawrence M. Solan 
 
Lawrence M. Solan is the Don Forchelli Professor of Law; Director 
of the Center for the Study of Law, Language and Cognition; and 
Director of Graduate Education at Brooklyn Law School. He holds a 
Ph.D. in Linguistics from the University of Massachusetts and a J.D. 
from Harvard Law School. Much of his writing is about the 
interpretation of statutes and contracts. His books include The 
Language of Judges, Speaking of Crime (with Peter Tiersma), and 
The Language of Statutes: Laws and Their Interpretation, all 
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published by the University of Chicago Press. He and Peter Tiersma 
coedited The Oxford Handbook of Language and Law (2012), and he 
coedited with Janet Ainsworth and Roger Shuy the 2015 volume, 
Speaking of Language and Law: Conversations on the Work of Peter 
Tiersma, also published by Oxford. He has been a visiting professor 
at the Yale Law School and in the Psychology Department and 
Humanities Council at Princeton University. Following law school, 
he clerked for Justice Stewart Pollock of the Supreme Court of New 
Jersey. Prior to joining the Brooklyn Law School faculty in 1996, he 
was an attorney at a New York litigation law firm.  
 
Abigail Stout 
 
Abigail Stout currently serves as a law clerk for the Supreme Court 
of Georgia. She received her J.D., summa cum laude, from Georgia 
State University College of Law, graduating Order of the Coif and as 
a Dean’s Scholar. During law school, she served as a Legislation 
Editor of the Georgia State University Law Review and won the title 
of National Champion at the 2019 Wagner Employment Law Moot 
Court competition. 
 
Margaret Wood 
 
Margaret Wood is a Ph.D. student in the Applied Linguistics program 
at Northern Arizona University. She received her master’s degree in 
Teaching English as a Second Language at Northern Arizona 
University in 2018 and went on to serve as a Fulbright Scholar in Lao 
People’s Democratic Republic for the 2018–2019 academic year. Her 
current research interests include forensic authorship and 
psycholinguistics, and she has presented original research in many 
other subfields of applied linguistics, including corpus linguistics, 
phonology, and assessment. Her research focus is on the intersection 
of corpus linguistics and statutory interpretation, and her current 
work concerns the application of corpus linguistic methods to 
examine linguistic interpretations presented in canons of statutory 
construction. 
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